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Introduction to MedPAC’s post-acute care database              

ISSUE:   MedPAC is concerned about the adequacy of the prospective payment systems (PPSs) for
skilled nursing facility (SNF) and home health services, particularly for the care of medically-complex
beneficiaries.  The goal of Medicare payment policy is to align payments with the efficient costs of
providers and, in so doing, help ensure beneficiaries’ access to high-quality health care services. We also
are interested in whether patterns of post-acute care use have changed for medically-complex
beneficiaries under the PPSs. 

KEY POINTS:  Developing a database consisting of episodes of post-acute care use before and after the
implementation of the PPSs for SNFs and home health care will enable MedPAC to assess changes in use
of post-acute care and the impact of these new payment systems on beneficiaries’ access to care.
MedPAC staff propose constructing the database using Part A and Part B claims data from 1996 through 
2001.  Key research questions that will be addressed using this database are: 1) What are the clinical
characteristics of beneficiaries using post-acute care services? 2) Did the PPSs change patterns of care?
3) Do the PPSs for post-acute care adequately pay for services used by medically complex beneficiaries?
4) What factors influence the choice of post-acute setting for a given patient?  

ACTION: Commissioners should comment on the research questions and scope of the proposed episode-
of-care database.  Staff anticipate that selected analyses on changes in post-acute use and site of care will
form the basis of a chapter in the June 2003 report.  Other analyses, including examining the choice of
post-acute setting using data from the SNF and home health patient assessment instruments, will be
available for review in fall 2003.  

STAFF CONTACT:  Sally Kaplan (202-220-3717), Nancy Ray (202-220-3723).


